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“for this is the message…….that ye should love one another"….I John 3: 11





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful" (Titus 3:14). Jesus Christ did not go to the Cross merely to confer an honorary status upon those who believe in Him. The text probably quoted most often to emphasize that our salvation is by God's grace is immediately followed by this statement: "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them" (Ephesians 2:10).


     Our God has plans for us. His will is to weave us into the great pattern of His purpose in Jesus Christ and make us participants in the outworking of His intentions. If we seek God truly, we will not wander aimlessly in the realm of spirituality, but we will pursue a path that goes toward the doing of definite good things. The discipleship He seeks from us is not merely one that we enjoy, but one that produces results. We can be sure that whatever we do within God's will, He is more than able to bring something good out of it. And so He tells us: "Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days" (Ecclesiastes 11:1).





(Word Point by Gary Henry)











			JP





     Every word of God has "weight" simply because it is the word of God (Proverbs 30:5-6) The least command must be treated with reverence (Matthew 5:19-20) because it is an expression of divine wisdom and holiness.  In choosing to reject God's word in the smallest way we manifest a willingness to resist every word from Heaven that does not suit us.  All other apparent obedience is sullied by this one act of rebellion (James 2: 10-11).


     Yet, if all God's word has weight, we must be able to see that some matters of which the Scriptures treat are "weightier" than others.  For this we have the Lord's own words.  In His scathing denunciation of the Pharisees He observed that they tithed mint, anise and cummin but had "left undone the weightier matters of the law, justice, and mercy and faith"  (Matthew 23:23).  Luke, in his account, adds to these "weightier" matters "the love of God" (11:42).


      What are we to make of this?  Certainly not that Jesus was contemptuous of the Pharisees' scrupulous tithing of tiny seeds ("this ye ought to have done").  It was the Pharisees' neglect of great principles while occupied with small details that dismayed the Lord.  He pictures them in the ridiculous position of a man straining gnats from his wine in order to avoid eating unclean meat while happily swallowing a monstrous impurity, the camel.  There is no question but that our Savior had a sense of humor.


     But do we understand why tithing, thought necessary under the law, was not so weighty as justice, mercy, faith and the love of God?





there are two things he will not do when he has collected himself.  He will not fall to kissing the rope and exulting in its greatness.  He will also not begin to congratulate himself on the remarkable way he got hold of the line and the steely grip in which he held it.  The fact that these two things played an essential part in his deliverance notwithstanding, he will pour out his gratitude on the man who took pity on his helpless estate.   Clearly, all the elements in this man's narrow escape from death were essential but they are not all equally important.


     The same is true of salvation from sin.  All the elements both human and divine are necessary but it takes no special powers to see that all the real weight lies with the divine side.  If God had not had mercy upon us even when we hardly knew we needed it (Romans 5:8), where would all our believing and repenting and being baptized get us?  For a man to feel some sense of special worth because he has had the good sense to accept the unmerited gift of God in Christ reminds me of the story (apocryphal) of the mouse who crossed a bridge in the company of an elephant.  When the crossing was completed the mouse looked up confidently at his immense companion and crowed, "We sure did shake that thing, didn't we, big boy!"  The inadequacy of this illustration is in the fact that we did not contribute even the weight of a mouse to our salvation.  The center of gravity in God's great rescue operation is in the cross of Christ.  Truly we may say with confidence:  "he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (2 Corinthians 10:17).


�



					





Searching for the Spiritual Center of Gravity


By Paul Earnhart








But do we understand why tithing, thought necessary under the law, was not so weighty as justice, mercy, faith and the love of God?  These four great fundamental principles stood as motives for all behavior and were positioned at the end of the process which God was working in the character of His people (Micah 6:8).  Tithing was merely one of the means to that end.  The Pharisees met their tithing obligations but little else.  The man of faith and the love of God would have cared not only for that responsibility but for everything else that Jehovah had commanded.


      This principle of weightiness can be applied helpfully to the whole structure of the scheme of redemption.  There are many factors to which salvation is ascribed in the New Testament: God's grace (Titus 2:11); divine mercy (Titus 3:5); the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:2); faith (Ephesians 2:8); repentance (2 Corinthians 7:10); confession of faith (Romans 10:9-10); baptism (1 Peter 3:21); hope (Romans 8:24); endurance (Matthew 24:13); et al.  All of these elements form a composite whole.  But while they are all equally necessary they are not all equally important.  To argue that since God's grace and man's faith are essential to human redemption they are of equal significance is to argue fallaciously.  It is equally erroneous to suggest that making any human element necessary to redemption in Christ is a denial of salvation by grace and an affirmation of salvation by human merit.


     A practical illustration may help.  If a man is drowning in a lake and grasps a rope thrown to him by a concerned passerby who pulls him to safety,








Fruit-Bearing Discipleship


By this is My Father glorified that you bear much 


fruit; so you will be My disciples. (John 15:8)





     What does God desire from us? Surely He desires our hands, as well as our hearts. He confronts us with this searching question: "Why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?" (Luke 6:46). There is no such thing as true discipleship without fruit bearing. The two ideas are inseparable. "You will be My disciples," Jesus said, in the bearing of "much fruit." In the Sermon on the Mount, He had said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). We can hardly make a greater mistake than to think of the faith as something simply to be "experienced." Those who are saved are those who must serve.


     To become a Christian is to become involved in an active undertaking. Almost every scriptural analogy used to illustrate the relationship of God's people is one that implies work or activity. Disciples are useful members in the body, productive branches in the vine, dependable servants in the household, etc. "Let our people," Paul wrote, "learn to maintain good 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;  Bro. Buddy Clark ; Sis. Elaine Clem 


Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from


surgery. Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother


Bro. Wes Guyton's mother


Bro. Ronnie Collier, friends of the Phillips


recovering from a heart attack and has now developed a blood clot in his leg.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. 


The Petrochkos, Anthony, Rachel, Emma


and Henry as the leave us for their new 


home in Tenn. We wish them the best and


they will be missed. 


Bro. Ken Gay who will be in Japan for 


two weeks on business.


Others who may be traveling for the holidays.


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


Jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---David Brown


Song Leader--Phillip West	


Lord's Supper---Jason Gaston


   Asst. 1---Michael Burke	


   Asst. 2---Dion Clark


   Asst. 3---Marty Hammond


   Asst. 4---George Wilcox


   Asst. 5---Ross Statham


2nd Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Scripture Reading---David Holmes


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Ron Woods


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----





Special Service


Led By


Jeff Lacquement





Lord's Supper----Jason Gaston


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Marty Hammond


Invitation---Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














